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Study to look
at rail option

AILISH DELANEY

South West lichium could be
transported by rail rather
than read m the funure, as a
studv progresses into the
practcality of a rail-based
supply option.

Coordinated bv the South
Wost Development Comimis-
sion, the study will look at the
viability of reopening the rail
Iine berween Greenbushes
and Picton to wansport lithi-
um. The draft South West
Supply Chain Strategy out-
lines details of the proposed
rail option, which would see
Ithium loaded near the mine.
then railed to Bunburv for
export.
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Study I0oks
into rail bid

AILISH DELANEY

South West lithium could be trans-
ported by rail rather than road in
the future, as a study progresses
into the practicality of a rail-based
supply option.

Coordinated by the South West
Development Commission, the
study will look at the viability of
reopening the rail line between
Greenbushes and Picton to trans-
port lithium.

The draft South West Supply
Chain Strategy outlines the details
of the proposed rail option, which
would see lithium loaded near the
mine, then railed to Bunbury Port
for direct export or to one of two
processing plants in Kemerton and
Kwinana.

A rail-based supply chain would
also include new loading facilities
at Greenbushes and new unload-
ing facilities at Kwinana Bulk Ter-
minal and Bunbury Port.

SWDC chief executive Mellisa
Teede considered the upgrades to
be critical components of the rail
supply.

The State Government has allo-
cated $3.8 million to the prepara-
tion of a feasibility study for
upgrades and new infrastructure

at Bunbury Port and Kwinana
Bulk Terminal to support the pos-
sible reopening of the Greenbush-
es rail line.

“A pre-feasibility study has been
carried out and what that found
was the projected tonnages of lithi-
um concentrate to be transported
from Greenbushes supported the
case to consider rail as a transport
option,” Ms Teede said.

“The next steps involve detailed
design work, which is relatively
costly.

“We wouldn't have carried
through to this stage without hav-
ing completed the preliminary
work that indicated rail was a feasi-

le option to explore further.”

Ms Teede said the lithium mined
at Greenbushes put the South West
in the box seat to capitalise on
world-demand for the product.

“The lithium industry is an eco-
nomically significant resource sec-
tor for WA," Ms Teede said.

“We want to look at how we can
support a first-class supply chain
to allow the industry to grow
alongside community expecta-
tions that amenity is maintained.”

The study will be coordinated in
partnership with Talison Lithium
and Arc Infrastructure.



